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Award for Young Artist / Media Arts
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Wong Chi-chuen, Kenny
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Graduated from the School of Creative Media (SCM) at City
University of Hong Kong and majored in Critical Intermedia
Laboratory, Wong Chi-chuen, Kenny is passionate in exploring
visual patterns, perceptual states and sound textures to create new
spatial experiences. The multifaceted Wong is currently a part-time
lecturer at SCM and takes part in artistic creations as a multimedia
designer, mechanical engineer and an art researcher. He also makes
presentations and conducts workshops at a wide array of arts
groups and organisations.

Wong’s solo and collaborative works were featured in exhibitions
and arts festivals at countries including Brazil and Austria. He
garnered numerous local and international awards including the
Gold Award of Interactive Media category at the 16" ifva Awards
and awarded "Golden 15" in the 3“ International Emerging Artist
Award (IEAA).
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To create oft-forgotten sensory experiences in a bustling
city, 51 mirrors were programmed to track and reflect
lights on audiences’ faces; A swarm of flying drones
simulated how people create and occupy spaces in
daily movements, and formed a soundscape filled with
uneasiness due to tension. These apparently nihilistic
explorations are precisely Wong Chi-chuen, Kenny's fuel to
ignite creativity — the subtle experiences and perceptual
stimulations in mundane daily lives are amplified and
interpreted. Through a staggering variety of methods and
technology, new realms of senses are evoked.

Expressing normalcy through daily lives

The 27-year-old Wong had a special liking for science
subjects since he was young. After matriculation, he
applied for the Associate Degree programme at Community
College of City University. It was then that he discovered
his true passion after learning about animation and film
shorts, and met friends with the same interests: “| was at
a stage of my life which | felt enlightened. | started to have
some notions on creations, but still not quite sure about
arts. After | started my study in SCM at City University,
| realised that there are infinite possibilities other than
videos and images. | started to learn about all kinds of
hardware and software devices, thus embarking on my
creative journey of media arts.”

When compared to traditional art forms like painting
and sculpture, media arts are undoubtedly less familiar
to the general public. People may not grasp “what is
going on”. According to Wong, however, media arts are
no different from other mediums. It is neither an oddity
nor pure technology. Instead, it is a “paintbrush” from
which creative concepts flourish. Wong is fascinated
with the “omnipresent” characteristic of media arts in
particular: “Media arts are indivisible from our daily
lives. | like to discover and observe its presence, and to
express ‘normalcy’ through ‘daily lives™. He emphasised
on the priority of “concept” over “media” on the essence
of creativity. He will not rigidly adhere to any creative
approach. When ideas appear, he would research and
explore on various possibilities before selecting the
appropriate hardware and software to realise his creations.

Eradicating doubts through continuous creations

In 2013/14, Wong’s solo and collaborative works, including
The Canvas of Resonance, Squint, JILIMINAL][ and Iris,
brought him to countries such as Brazil, Austria and Dubai
for artistic exchange. “During the month or so when |
was stationed at Ars Electronica Festival in Austria, | was
able to witness the professionalism of the local technical
support team, as well as how well-accustomed the
European audiences are towards the integration of arts
and technology. This certainly prompted me in reflecting
on the development of Hong Kong’s media arts, and
inspired me with more possibilities in creative works and
exhibition spaces.”

Looking back at last year, Wong smiled and described it
as rewarding. He and his partner Marco De Mutiis were
selected as grantees of Bloomberg Digital Arts Initiative
2013 for their work J[LIMINAL][; His work with another
partner Chloe Cheuk, /ris, received Special Mention of
Interactive Media category at the 19" ifva Awards. For
his individual works, Wong was awarded as one of the
“Golden 15" in the 3 IEAA. Wong is immensely grateful
for the recognition and support bestowed upon him. He
considered himself to have a firmer grasp on his creative
processes, but still wavering between being “skillful” and
“inadequate”: “I tried my hand on many kinds of creations
last year, which also prompted a lot of questions. With
that in mind, | wish to continue my efforts in responding
to these questions with new works.” He intends to pursue
an overseas master programme and wishes for more
understanding of the genre from the audiences — instead
of asking him “what he is creating”, people will join hands
with him in exploring the significance behind the creations.

With an abundance of artistic creations trailing behind
him, Wong operates with a clear vision. His arts have
matured, taking on originality and professional standard,
demonstrating excellence in the conception, style of
expression and technique.
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